Minutes of Parish of Stow Community Council held on April 4th 2022 on zoom

Those present: S.Jeffrey (Chair), A. McNeilly, J. Mushlin, G. Murray, Cllr Scott

Apologies : C. Hendry, G. Stewart

 The Chair opened the meeting with the sad news that Alistair Riddell has passed away. A minute silence was held. Alistair was Stow born and bred. He visited every house in the village to collect donations for the Old Kirk. He cut the grass in the old graveyard and was instrumental in getting some of the old gravestones lifted. He liaised with Robin McMillan and Historic Scotland on all the work that was done on the Old Kirk and was planning a project for the  collection Bridge. He was a Community Council stalwart and will be very much missed.

The X95 bus was unable to staff a 2 hourly service recently owing to covid and there was a 4 hour gap between buses. The comment was made that surely Borders Buses could have put on taxis to replace the missing bus. A 4 hour gap between buses is unacceptable. The problem is that the bus has never been subsidised and it was greatly affected by the really good take up of the train. SBC do not have the funds to subsidise the X95. However the bus is a lifeline service for people without a car who cannot get to Stow Station. In the past SBC had minibuses which the community could use.   The X95 is in a vicious circle where the service is unlikely to be improved until more people use it but more people are unlikely to use it until the service is improved. Borders Buses state that there is a shortage of drivers owing to delays by DVLA  in licensing new drivers and they are training drivers.

It was commented that, in spite of the shortage, they managed to find drivers to put on a 20 minute service between Galashiels and Hawick. The 20 minute service has recently ended. If they could find a driver for a 20 minute service, why are they saying the X95 North of Edinburgh cannot be a more frequent service owing to driver shortage? Cllr Scott will take this up.

A. McNeilly collected the folder with papers for the wind farm application for the collection bridge from A. Riddell. He will see Robin MacMillan and put the application in as soon as possible.

The minutes of the last meeting were approved . Proposed: S.Jeffrey. Seconded : A. McNeilly

£578.03 remains in the Parish Collection Fund . A. McNeilly will ask Dorothy Riddell what she thinks it should be used for. It was collected for the Old Kirk. A. McNeilly will contact Historic Scotland and Craig Blackie to see whether a plaque could be put up at the Old Kirk in memory of Alistair Riddell.

Police Report

It is wrong that the Council provided the speed signs in Stow. The Community Council provided two of the three speed signs. Christine Grahame is going to come and see the situation at the North end of Stow.

It would be useful to know where speed vans are parked and how many speeders they have caught. How often have they been in Stow? Speed cameras are operated by the Safety Camera Partnership. When the 20mph speed limit came in, they said there was a material change and the only routine enforcement would be in the areas around schools. There are two safety vans in the Borders. There is not local control. Control comes from the Police Board.  The CAT team employ 2 Sergeants and 12 constables. 

In the past, a scheme was suggested for local people in communities to be trained to use speed cameras. The community would have to fund the speed camera themselves. However this was abandoned as it would put the public at risk from irate motorists.

The road into Fountainhall from the A7 is a very fast road and people do not necessarily slow down in time for the 20mph limit. There is a concern that, if there is consent for Greystone Knowe windfarm, this stretch will be very dangerous with the number of lorries needed for construction speeding along it, especially as the proposed entrance to the windfarm is before the 20mph limit.

Walks Leaflets – The walk leaflet between Stagehall and Ludgate is ready to go. All the gates are in place and the gorse has been removed. A. McNeilly has put out way markers. SBC can no longer put in stiles on the Wutherstone walk. N. Miller will be approached to see if his stiler can do this. The fence has been brought down by trees during the storm. Gates are needed for the walk by the river.

There will be 5 new walks

Galashiels are holding a Hustings on April 19th. It was decided that Stow will have a Hustings on April 25th. This will be held jointly  between Stow Community Council and Stow Community Trust. Cllr Scott will ask Jenny Wilkinson,The Clerk SBC if she could circulate details to all candidates. Stow Town Hall will be the venue. The Secretary will ask Clare Malster if SBC can fund the rental. If not, there will be a microgrant for it. The Secretary of the Community Council will organise the hustings and Stow Community Trust will promote it. 

The Chair of Heriot Community Council has approached the newsletter group. He would like the Stow and Fountainhall newsletter to include Heriot. An extra A3 sheet ( four A4 pages) would be needed and also another editor and distributor. Members present felt that Heriot would have to pay their proportion of printing and typesetting costs. They would also need to be able to distribute the newsletter around households, as in Stow and Fountainhall. It was felt that no decision could be reached as some members were not present. The Secretary was requested to email all community councillors to ask their views.

Stow Community Trust

There was an official ceremony at the Station House to unveil the plaque for the Network Rail Award.

The Trust are planning an official opening in mid June depending on the availability of Scottish Government Ministers. This will be a celebration with a focus on the community

The new Board members are : Robin Thompson, Jim Duncan, Mags MacPherson

The first stage of the Community Plan for Stow and Fountainhall is about to be up and running. The Consultants who will be drawing up the Plan are the Southern Upland Partnership. Pip Taylor and Julie Nock will be consulting both communities. They have a very strong track record. Initially there will be a shared questionnaire .  The subgroup who are liaising and progressing the Community Plan  consists of : Grace Murray, Bob Howarth, Paul Cormie, Debbie Matthewson and Jenny Mushlin.

The plan of action is that there will be a meeting in Fountainhall on 8th June and a meeting in Stow on 9th June. Pip Taylor and Julie Nock will attend these meetings . There will be a map of community assets and the questionnaire will be launched. It will be on survey monkey and also hard copy. 

The Southern Upland Partnership will analyse all the data from the questionnaire and draw up a first draft. They will then consult with the communities and draw up a second draft after consultation. The whole process will take 6 to 9 months to complete. Questionnaires will be delivered to all houses in Stow and Fountainhall but the details of this have not yet been worked out.

The Radio Interviews which the Trust have done have been excellent.

There are a number of bookings for the Station House

There is a pop up on 22nd April. This time posters will be put up before it is announced on social media.

A priority is finding a tenant/operator for the Station House. A Consultant will support the recruitment.

Treasurers Report

As at 31/3

The Highland Dancing Group still had £27.50 in funds

Book sales have amounted to £1070

EDF Microgrants – 3790

SSE Microgrants _ 1144

There are £100.80p in unrestricted funds

The amount of grant payable to community councils has not increased in 15 years.

We have been billed £236.56 for insurance through SBC for our additional projects for the first time. The Treasurer is asking for a breakdown of costings. There are funds for insurance for the speed indicators in the grant from the Windfarm.

It was mentioned that someone has tidied up the War Memorial and taken away the wreaths

Volunteers are still needed for the planters. Someone has been emptying the planters and also doing the planter at Craigend Road. Volunteers are needed for many things in the village.

The Accounts are currently with Fraser Sim for auditing

Cllr Scott stated that he would contact Craig Blackie regarding the wall at the crossroads in Stow at the front left hand side of the Old Graveyard. Work was started on this 4 months ago and it is still not rebuilt.

There is a great deal of concern about rural crime. Cllr Scott has met with Stephen Granger and Heriot Community Council. The police are hampered by lack of resources. There are going to be more meetings between Police Scotland and the farming community.

There is a bad corner on the A7 North of Heriot. There will be a site meeting at the end of April regarding chevron signs

It was pointed out that at Galabank the pedestrian crossing sign southbound was not put back up and was taken away. The Northbound sign is missing. Cllr Scott will take this up

White lines were mentioned yet again. They are present from Fala but wiped out from Crookston. It is difficult to see all around the road at night or in fog . The centre of the road is really bad and has not been done for 4 or 5 years. There are many self seeding trees and vegetation between Stow and Fountainhall which cut down the field of vision going round corners. Cllr Scott stated that the work outside towns has been contracted out.

The Tour of Britain is coming back to Galashiels this year. The course has not been announced.  Cllr Scott was asked whether it would be possible to flag up Stow. Last year there was only 5 weeks notice of the Tour coming through Stow. Cllr Scott will contact the Liaison Officer.

Planning – Alterations and Extension to dwellinghouse, Creaganmhor, 10 Lauder Rd, Stow

AOCB

A.McNeilly stated that the Community Council currently has 15 projects

The Secretary will invite Ash Denholm, Minister for Community Safety, to come to the next zoom meeting on May 2nd  to discuss road safety

The next meeting will be held on Monday May 2nd on zoom. All welcome. If anyone wishes to receive a zoom invite, please contact the Secretary at jjmushlin@gmail.com
                                                  AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES

2. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

3. POLICE REPORT

4. AGREEMENT TO ABIDE BY CODE OF CONDUCT FOR COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS

5. GENERAL MATTERS

6. TREASURER’S REPORT

7. PLANNING

8. CORRESPONDENCE

9.AOCB


